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APA Closes Public Comment Period for Draft Diagnostic Criteria for DSM-5  

DSM-5 Work Groups to Review Comments 
 
ARLINGTON, Va. (April 20, 2010) –The American Psychiatric Association received 6,400 
comments on a draft of the fifth edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders during a 2½ month public comment period, which ends today. 
 
“This period of public review and comment of diagnostic criteria is unprecedented in both the 
field of psychiatry and in medicine,” said Alan F. Schatzberg, M.D., president of the American 
Psychiatric Association. “It demonstrates the APA’s commitment to an inclusive and transparent 
process of development for DSM-5.”  
 
The criteria have been available for comment since they were published online on Feb. 10. The 
draft criteria will continue to be available for review on the DSM-5 Web site, www.dsm5.org, 
and updates to the draft will be posted on an ongoing basis. The public will have another 
opportunity to comment on the criteria and any changes after the first round of field trials.  
 
A number of clinicians, researchers and family and patient advocates participated in the public 
comment period, contributing more than 6,400 comments on various aspects of DSM-5. 
 
All comments submitted via the Web site were assigned to a topic-specific expert from one of 
the thirteen DSM-5 work groups for review. In their review, work group members will note 
submissions that need additional consideration from the work group as a whole. Upon evaluation 
from the entire work group, draft criteria may be revised.  
 
For example, the Eating Disorders Work Group has proposed additional revisions to criteria for 
Anorexia Nervosa and Bulimia Nervosa based on comments received.   
 
“The goal of DSM-5 is to create an evidence-based manual that is useful to clinicians and 
represents the best science available,” said David J. Kupfer, M.D., DSM-5 Task Force chair. 
“The comments we received provide the task force and work groups with additional information 
and perspectives, ensuring that we have fully considered the impact any changes would have on 
clinical practice and disorder prevalence, as well as other real-world implications of revised 
criteria.” 
 

http://www.dsm5.org/Pages/RecentUpdates.aspx


Most of the comments that were submitted were diagnosis-specific, while nearly one-fourth were 
general. Distribution of the comments varied across the 13 work groups. The work groups with 
the largest number of submitted comments include: 

• Neurodevelopmental Disorders Work Group (23% of comments) 
• Anxiety Disorders Work Group (15% of comments) 
• Psychosis Disorder Work Group (11% of comments) 
• Sexual and Gender Identity Disorders (10% of comments) 

 
Following a review of all submitted comments and possible revisions to the draft criteria, the 
APA will begin a series of field trials to test some of the proposed diagnostic criteria in clinical 
settings. The proposed criteria will continue to be reviewed and refined over the next two years. 
Final publication of DSM-5 is planned for May 2013.  
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